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BLAIRSTOWN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 
TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE REGULAR MEETING 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2021 
MEETING MINUTES 

OPENING; ROLL CALL 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Moorhead at 6:34 pm. Those present were 

Committeeman Orcutt, Committeeman Sikkes, Committeewoman Van Valkenburg, Deputy 

Mayor Waldron, and Mayor Moorhead. 

 

The FLAG SALUTE was conducted. 

 

SUNSHINE STATEMENT 

Mayor Moorhead read the following statement:  Adequate notice of this meeting has been 

provided in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act, P.L. 1975, Ch. 231 setting forth the 

time, date, place and purpose of this Public Meeting through a legal notice published in The Star 

Ledger and New Jersey Herald following the Township’s Annual Reorganization Meeting at 

which the 2020 meeting schedule was adopted.  

 

ELECTRONIC MEETING STATEMENT: 

Mayor Moorhead read the additional statement regarding holding an Electronic Meeting:  

“In accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act and the Emergency Remote Meeting 

Protocol for Local Public Bodies, adequate and electronic notice of this remote meeting have 

been provided by sending notice to the New Jersey Herald and Star Ledger, posting notice on the 

Township website and Facebook page, posting notice on the outside front door & bulletin board 

of the Municipal Building, 106 Route 94, Blairstown, NJ, and sending notice to those individuals 

requesting same.  

Members of the public will be kept on mute during the meeting. If you would like to speak 

during the designated public comment portion, press 9 on your telephone or the “raise hand” icon 

on the Zoom app and wait to be recognized by the host, who will unmute you to speak. When 

you are done commenting, you will be muted again. There is a 5-minute limit on all public 

comments.  

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-41 AUTHORIZING EXECUTIVE SESSION  
WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act; N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq., declares it to be the public 

policy of the State to insure the right of citizens to have adequate advance notice of and the right 

to attend meetings of public bodies at which business affecting the public is discussed or acted 

upon; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act also recognized exceptions to the right of the public 

to attend portions of such meetings; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Township Committee find it necessary to conduct an executive 

session closed to the public as permitted by the N.J.S.A. 40:4-12; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Township Committee will reconvene in public session at the 

conclusion of the executive session; 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Township Committee of the 

Township of Blairstown, County of Warren, State of New Jersey that they will conduct an 

executive session to discuss the following topic (s) as permitted by N.J.S.A. 40:4-12:   

 

_____ A matter which Federal Law, State Statute or Rule of Court would impair a right to 

receive funds from federal government; 

 

_____ A matter where the release of information would impair a right to receive funds from the 

federal government; 

 

_____ A matter whose disclosure would constitute an unwarranted invasion of individual 

privacy; 

 

_____ A collective bargaining agreement, or the terms and conditions thereof (Specify)  

 

_____ A matter involving the purpose, lease or acquisition of real property with public funds, the 

setting of bank rates or investment of public funds where it could adversely affect the public 

interest if discussion of such matters were disclosed; 

 

_____ Tactics and techniques utilized in protecting the safety and property of the public provided 

that their disclosure could impair such protection; 

 

_____ Investigations of violations or possible violations of the law; 

 

_____ Pending or anticipated litigation or contract negotiation in which the public body is or 

may become a party; (The general nature of the litigation or contract negotiations the public 

disclosure of such information at this time would have a potentially negative impact on the 

municipality’s position in the litigation or negotiation; therefore, this information will be 

withheld until such time as the matter is concluded or the potential for negative impact no longer 

exists.) 

 

X   Matters falling within the attorney-client privilege, to the extent that confidentiality is 

required in order for the attorney to exercise his or her ethical duties as a lawyer; (The general 

nature of the matter is : Agreement. The public disclosure of such information at this time would 

have a potentially negative impact on the municipality’s position with respect to the matter being 

discussed; therefore, this information will be withheld until such time as the matter is concluded 

or the potential for negative impact no longer exists.); 

 

_____ Matters involving the employment, appointment, termination of employment, terms and 

conditions of employment, evaluation of the performance, promotion or disciplining of any 

specific prospective or current public officer or employee of the public body, where all 

individual employees or appointees whose rights could be adversely affected have not requested 

in writing that the matter(s) be discussed at a public meeting;  (The employee(s) and/or general 

nature of discussion is regarding employment matters); The public disclosure of such 

information will be withheld until such time as the matter is concluded or the threat to privacy no 

longer exists.; 
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_____ Deliberation occurring after a public hearing that may result in the imposition of a specific 

civil penalty or loss of a license or permit; 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Township Committee hereby declare that 

their discussion of the subject(s) identified above may be made public at a time when the 

Township Attorney advises them that the disclosure of the discussion will not detrimentally 

affect any right, interest or duty of the Township or any other entity with respect to said 

discussion.  That time is currently estimated to be:  _________________________; 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Township Committee, for the reasons set 

forth above, hereby declare that the public is excluded from the portion of the meeting during 

which the above discussion shall take place. 

 

Motion made by Van Valkenburg, second by Orcutt and carried to go into Executive 

Session at 6:36 pm.  

 

Motion made by Orcutt, second by Van Valkenburg and carried to return to public session 

at 7:00 pm.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS 

 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS FOR THE MONTH OF JANUARY:  

Animal Control Officer (ACO) 

Blairstown Ambulance Corp (December 2020 & January 2021) 

Blairstown Fire Department (Hose Co. No. 1)  

Clerk   

DPW  

Police Department Report  

Tax Collector’s Report 

Zoning: Vacant and Abandoned Property Report 

 

Motion made by Orcutt, second by Waldron and carried to approve the January 2021 

department reports.  

 

Blairstown Hose Co. Chief Slater requested to have the hose company’s billing schedule on the 

township website which was approved and Clerk Shipps will post that information. Chief Slater 

had met with Frelinghuysen Township for their annual budget and requested for a significant 

amount more than what is usually requested and it was approved. The approval will help the 

hose company get 5 sets of turnout gear and 5 scout air bottles which will be utilized for calls to 

all 3 townships. Frelinghuysen asked the Blairstown Hose Co. if they would agree to going into a 

10-year service agreement with a fixed payment schedule and taking over the territory that is 

being covered by the Green Township Fire Department which is approximately 407 houses and 

could possibly add 30 calls a year. Chief Slater will forward the agreement to the clerk so she 

can distribute to the committee.  

 

Deputy Mayor Waldron mentioned the impact that this would have on the equipment. 

Committeewoman Van Valkenburg explained that she went to Hardwick Township in December 
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to request additional funds to help offset the cost for the equipment. Mayor Moorhead mentioned 

he would reach out to the Mayor of Hardwick.  

 

Recreation Director Pat Sagan requested to waive the fee for US Sports Institutes’ application of 

facility use.  Mrs. Sagan explained waving the fee would reduce the cost to the participants.  

 

Motion made by Van Valkenburg, second by Waldron, approved by roll call vote: Orcutt--

yes, Sikkes--yes, Van Valkenburg--yes, Waldron--yes and Moorhead--yes to waive the fee 

for US Sports Institute. 

 

MINUTE(S): 

1) January 6, 2021, Executive Session Meeting Minutes 

2) January 6, 2021 Reorganization Meeting Minutes 

3) January 13, 2021 Workshop Meeting Minutes 

4) January 27, 2021 Executive Session Meeting Minutes 

5) January 27, 2021 Regular Township Meeting Minutes 

 

  

Motion made by Orcutt, second by Van Valkenburg and carried to approve the above-

mentioned minutes.  

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

1. 2021-42 Resolution of the Township of Blairstown, County of Warren and State of 

New Jersey Authorizing the Adoption of a Mailbox Replacement Policy 

 

WHEREAS, the Township of Blairstown established a policy in 2012 with regard to 

reimbursement for mailboxes damaged during the snow removal process; and 

WHEREAS, the initial reimbursement policy did not provide any information or clarification 

regarding the process or the basis upon which reimbursement is determined; and  

WHEREAS, the Director of the Department of Public Works has proposed establishment of a 

policy that clarifies and sets forth the requirements of the reimbursement process; and 

WHEREAS, the Township Committee has reviewed and approved of the policy. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of 

Blairstown, in the County of Warren and State of New Jersey as follows: 

A. The following shall constitute the Township’s Mailbox Replacement Policy effective 

the date of this Resolution: 
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Blairstown Township Mailbox Replacement Policy 

 

The primary goal of the Township Department of Public Works during 

inclement weather is to ensure that the Township’s roadways are clear of 

snow and ice. In trying to achieve this goal, mailboxes which are located in 

the Township right-of-way may be inadvertently and unavoidably damaged. 

 

It shall be the policy of the Township to reimburse residents an amount which 

is not to exceed $75.00 for damage that occurs to a mailbox and/or post 

caused by direct contact of Township equipment with the mailbox and/or post. 

Any resident seeking a greater amount may want to file a claim with their 

homeowner’s insurance policy. 

 

When such damage has occurred, the procedure to seek reimbursement shall 

be as follows: 

 

1. Obtain and complete the Mailbox Damage Form at the Blairstown 

Township Municipal Building, 106 Route 94. All forms MUST be 

submitted within 72 hours of the occurrence. 

2. The Director of Public Works/Assistant Supervisor shall contact the 

individual using the number on the form to confirm receipt of the form as 

soon as possible during regular business hours (Monday through Friday, 7 

am to 3:30 pm). 

3. The Director of Public Works/Assistant Supervisor shall inspect the 

mailbox and/or post to determine the cause of the damage as soon as 

possible after the snow event, during regular business hours (Monday 

through Friday, 7 am to 3:30 pm), weather permitting. 

4. The inspection shall determine the cause of the damage (physical contact 

of a Township vehicle or the weight of the snow on an improperly 

installed/poorly maintained mailbox and/or post) and the party responsible 

for the repairs. 

5. If the Township is determined to be responsible for the repairs, the 

Director of Public Works/Assistant Supervisor shall determine the 

appropriate repair and advise the resident of the repair that will be 

performed by the Department of Public Works during regular business 

hours (Monday through Friday, 7 am to 3:30 pm). 

6. When the Director of Public Works/Assistant Supervisor has determined 

that the mailbox and/or post must be replaced, the Director/Assistant 

Supervisor shall advise the resident of such and the resident shall purchase 

the mailbox and/or post and turn over all receipts to the Director/Assistant 

Supervisor for reimbursement up to the allotted $75.00. No additional 

expenses shall be considered after the initial submission. The resident 

should expect reimbursement in 4 to 6 weeks, after approval at a regularly 

scheduled Township Committee meeting. 

7. The resident shall notify the Department of Public Works when they have 

obtained all necessary materials and installation shall be scheduled by the 

Department of Public Works during business hours (Monday through 

Friday, 7 am to 3:30 pm). PLEASE NOTE: Due to frozen ground 
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conditions, work may commence in the spring or at the earliest time when 

the ground has thawed sufficiently to install a new mailbox and/or post. It 

shall be the responsibility of the resident to make all necessary 

arrangements to ensure uninterrupted mail service. 

 

The following guidelines for proper mailbox and post installation, provided by 

the USPS (www.usps.com/manage/mailboxes.htm) and Federal Highway 

Administration, will help prevent damage during snow removal operations: 

 

Position your mailbox 41” to 45” from the road surface to the bottom of 

the mailbox or point of mail entry. 

 

Place your mailbox 6” to 8” back from the curb or edge of the road. 

 

Use a 4”x4” wooden post or 2” diameter standard steel or aluminum 

post. 

 

Bury your post no more than 24” deep. 

 

B. A copy of the Resolution and Form shall be retained in the Township Clerk’s Office. 

This Resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 

2. 2021-43- Approving Vouchers and Claims 

 

WHEREAS, all claims as reviewed and listed on the attached bill list are approved as reasonable 

and proper claims against the Township of Blairstown to be paid from its current fund; and 

 

WHEREAS, the CFO has certified that funds are available to pay such claims. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of 

Blairstown, County of Warren, State of New Jersey that the bills on the attached bill list are 

authorized to be paid. 

 

Motion made by Van Valkenburg, second by Waldron and approved by roll call:  Orcutt—

yes, Sikkes—yes, Van Valkenburg—yes, Waldron—yes, Moorhead—yes, the February 24, 

2021 Consent Agenda.  

  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Emergency Procurement Report  

This allows for DPW Supervisor Eric Usinowicz to place an emergency salt order if needed.  

  

http://www.usps.com/manage/mailboxes.htm


 

February 24, 2021 Regular Township Meeting Minutes Page 7 of 9 

 

Motion made by Orcutt, second by Van Valkenburg and approved by roll call vote: 

Orcutt—yes, Sikkes—yes, Van Valkenburg—yes, Waldron—yes, Moorhead—yes  

 

COMMITTEE CORRESPONDENCE for information and possible action 

 

GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE - 

Warren County Transportation Study 

COVID Vaccine Scam 

Senior Wellness Program 

 

Clerk Shipps explained that she receives frequent information from the county and which she 

shares on the website and the township Facebook page and to inform the residents that called in.  

 

 

FROM THE TOWNSHIP ATTORNEY 

Township Attorney Sullivan- the 3-lot sale to the DEP had the closing and the check was mailed 

to the clerk’s office.  

 

Attorney Sullivan’s office is working on a memo regarding the Governor’s recently signed 

legislation regarding cannabis use and explained that the township has 180 days to act from the 

date the legislation was put into effect.  Attorney Sullivan explained that the ordinance that the 

township did approximately two years ago regarding cannabis will be void and a new ordinance 

will need to be done. If the township does not take action they will be locked in for 5 years 

having to allow all activity regarding cannabis.  

 

Attorney Sullivan did explain that zoning codes and personnel manual will need to be reviewed 

with this new cannabis legislation and also explained the impact on taxes and how much revenue 

comes back to the municipality for cultivation, sale and medical marijuana.  

 

The paperwork for the 4 lots that were auctioned and sold to Poone Realty have been completed 

and the closing date should be in the near future.  

 

  

FROM THE TOWNSHIP CLERK 

Clerk Shipps told the committee that the closing for 98 Walnut Valley Rd. which is affordable 

housing will be taking place the next day.  

 

The paperwork for January winter storm has been submitted to FEMA and hopefully the 

township will get money back for that.  

 

FROM THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 

 

COMMITTEE MEMBER ORCUTT    

 Member of Land Use Board: Class I  

Land Use Board has come to an agreement with the Agritourism/ Agritainment and Attorney 

Sullivan will be preparing the ordinance with Zoning Officers, David Diehl’s suggestions.  
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Roads/ Buildings & Grounds (Primary) 

Committeeman Orcutt discussed the snow storms that the township had this season and he 

received no complaints regarding the road department and they did an amazing job.  

 

Budget Discussion 

Committeeman Orcutt would like to have a workshop meeting on Saturday with the entire 

committee to discuss the budget so it’s not all crammed into one meeting. Clerk Shipps will 

follow up with CFO Christine Rolef to get dates together.  

 

COMMITTEE MEMBER SIKKES             

Committeeman Sikkes congratulated the Chief on his new baby boy.   

  

COMMITTEE MEMBER VAN VALKENBURG     

 COAH (Primary) 

 

Committeewoman Van Valkenburg explained that the Walnut Valley closing that Clerk Shipps 

mentioned is a 10-year deed restricted that will helps fulfill obligation for COAH. 

 

Open Space  

Will be a discussion for another meeting.  

 

 Recreation (Primary) - discussed during Department Reports 

  

Senior Citizen (Primary) 

It was requested if the money that was not used will be reallocated to this year which would need 

to be discussed at the budget.  

 

DEPUTY MAYOR WALDRON   

        

              Member of Land Use Board:    Class III 

Conquered with Committeeman Orcutt’s comments regarding Agritourist/ Agritainment 

  

Public Education- Blairstown Elementary School 

Blairstown Elementary has restarted discussion on having a public safety officer in the school  

  

Public Safety Fire (Alternate) 

Deputy Mayor Waldron would like to sit with Committeeman Sikkes and Chief Slater regarding 

the agreement with Frelinghuysen concerning Green Township.  

 

  

MAYOR MOORHEAD        

               Warren County Officers Association  

Mayor attended the meeting where there was a presentation of solar panels being used on farms 

to help cultivate crops and may help the struggles of farmers in the future.   
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PUBLIC COMMENT STATEMENT 

Carol Cook-Four Corners Rd. Congratulated the Chief and also thanked the road department for 

all their hard work.  

 

Mrs. Cook also provided an update for Warren County Transportation and her concern on the 

truck traffic on CR 519 with the senior buses and the children waiting for the school buses.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion made by Orcutt, second by Van Valkenburg and carried to adjourn tonight’s 

meeting at 7:58 p.m. 
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